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(57) Abstract: An electronic 
publishing and distribution system 
is provided for dissemination of 
written materials that can be read 
on a portable electronic book. A 
host computer (16) contains an 
inventory that can be selected and 
then downloaded into the book's 
memory. The host computer 
keeps track of the transactions, 
and encodes the data prior to 
downloading, using an encryption 
system (34). The encrypted data 
cannot be decrypted until it is 
resident in the memory of the book. 
Upon receipt of the encrypted 
data, the book decrypts the data. 
A plurality of electronic keys is 
provided corresponding (36, 37) 
to graphical representations such as 
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AMENDED CLAIMS 

[received by the International Bureau on 5 March 1998 (05.03.98); 
original claims 1, 4, 5 and 7-10 amended; new claims 14-17 added; 
remaining claims unchanged (5 pages)] 



1. A system for distributing textual information, 
comprising: 

a host computer having a host memory for storing a 

plurality of units of textual information; 

a first modulator and demodulator circuit coupled 

to the host computer for transmitting textual 

information stored in the host memory over a 

transmission medium; 

a portable electronic book for retrieving and 

displaying textual information, comprising: 

a housing including a display screen that 
displays textual information on display pages, the 
housing having a plurality of function keys 
corresponding to functions provided by the 
electronic book in retrieving and displaying the 
textual information; 

a memory for storing the textual information; 

and 

a processor coupled to the memory and display 
screen for controlling the retrieval and display of 
the textual information, the processor receiving 
input from the function keys; 

a second modulator and demodulator circuit coupled 
to the portable electronic book for receiving textual 
information stored in the host computer via the 
transmission medium; 

wherein the host memory includes a plurality of 
code numbers and wherein the memory of the portable 
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electronic book includes a unique code number, the host 
computer providing the textual information to the 
portable electronic book upon matching of the unique 
code number with a code number in the plurality of code 
numbers stored in the host memory. 



2. The system of Claim 1, wherein the host 
computer and the portable electronic book communicate 
bi -direc tionally . 



3. The system of Claim 1, wherein the host 
computer is a World Wide Website. 



4. The system of Claim 1, wherein the textual 
information is encrypted and compressed prior to 
transmission by the first modulator and demodulator 
circuit. 



5. The system of Claim 4, wherein the encrypted 
and compressed textual information is decrypted and 
decompressed by the second modulator and demodulator 
circuit. 



6. The system of Claim 1, wherein the display 
screen is selected from a group consisting of: a liquid 
crystal display, a cathode ray tube or an electro- 
luminescent display. 
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7. The system of Claim 1, wherein the second 
modulator and demodulator circuit is a modem located 
within the portable electronic book. ■ 



8. The system of Claim 1, wherein the display 
screen comprises a pen and a digitizer screen that is 
overlaid on the display screen. 



9. The system of Claim 1, wherein the textual 
information contains copyrighted information. 

10. A method for distributing textual information, 
comprising: 

providing a host computer having a host memory for 
storing a plurality of units of textual information; 

providing a portable electronic book for 
transmitting textual information stored in the host 
memory over a transmission medium, said portable 
electronic book also for retrieving and displaying the 
textual information, said portable electronic book 
comprising: 

a housing including a display screen that 
displays textual information on display pages, the 
housing also displays a plurality of function keys 
corresponding to functions provided by the 
electronic book in retrieving and displaying the 
textual information; 

a memory for storing the textual information 
and information; and 

a processor coupled to the memory and display 
screen for controlling the retrieval and display of the 
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textual information, the processor receiving input from 
the function keys; and 

identifying the information retrieved over the 
transmission medium by a code number which permits the 
addressing of the memory. 



11. The method of Claim 10 further comprising the 
step of providing bi-directional communication between 
the host computer and the portable electronic book. 



12. The method of Claim 10, further comprising the 
steps of encrypting and compressing the textual 
information prior to transmission. 



13. The method of Claim 12, further comprising the 
steps of decrypting and decompressing the textual 
information upon receipt of the encrypted and compressed 
textual information by the portable electronic book. 



14. The method of Claim 10, wherein in the step of 
proving a host computer, said textual information 
contains copyrighted material. 



15. The method of Claim 10, further comprising the 
step of selectively purging textual information from 
said memory. 
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16. The method of Claim 10, further comprising the 
step of maintaining a record of each unit of textual 
information that has been transmitted from said host 
memory. 



17. The method of Claim 16, wherein in the step of 
maintaining, said record includes an identification of a 
recipient of said transmitted textual information. 
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